
Dear Grade 10 Parents and Guardians, 

We hope that you and your student are having a smooth and enjoyable transition into grade 10 
here at Robert Thirsk.  As we begin the school year, we would like to address a number of 
important topics with our students and parent community.  We value your support in reinforcing 
these topics with your student at home. 

Respect 

Respect for peers, classrooms, the community space, and staff is a crucial piece of Comet 
Culture.  This includes many simple actions such as the proper disposal of food in classrooms 
and hallways, the appropriate use of school computers and facilities, returning borrowed 
supplies and the appropriate treatment of peers while inside and outside this building. 

Use of Focus Time 

Focus is a period of time designed for students to be productive and it acts as an important 
academic support.  A list of homework items for the week will be displayed on each of the 
classroom whiteboards to help students identify what needs to be completed.  Additional 
information regarding tasks will also be available in d2L.   

During Focus time: 

 Students should be in their homeroom classes 
 Students may access other core teachers if they have obtained a hall pass 
 Students are not to access community space and breakout rooms without teacher 

permission 

Cellphones in the Classroom 

Due to the prevalence of cell phone distraction and irresponsible usage in class, cell phones 
should be kept in a locker or in a backpack with the ringer turned to silent during class time.  
Students should not have their phones out during class time.  A cellphone is not an 
acceptable substitute for a calculator – please bring all required materials to class. 

If a cellphone is being used during class/Focus, it will be removed for the remainder of 
the day and an e-mail will be sent home notifying parents.  

Should there be a need for communication between parent and student, we ask that it please be 
done through the office at (403) 817-3400.  

Organization 

Students are expected to be prepared for each of their classes.  Setting solid organizational 
habits early in high school is a key component of high school success. The following are 
requirements for class each and every day: 

 Periodic tables and science goggles (Science) 
 Calculators (Math) 
 Basic materials required in any classroom setting – binders, paper, and writing utensils. 

We thank you for supporting our students in ensuring effective learning throughout the year and 
appreciate your support. 

-The Grade 10 Team 


