
 

 

 

Robert Thirsk High School  
 8777 Nose Hill Drive NW 

Calgary, AB T3G 5T3 t | 403-817-3400   f | 403-241-5223  robertthirskhigh@cbe.ab.ca 

30 November 2018 
 

Dear parents, guardians and families of Robert Thirsk High School students,  
The following message is from Constable Nathan Rogers, our outstanding 
School Resource Officer regarding student safety and concerns related to the 
Crowfoot area. Thank you for your attention to this serious matter.  
 
Matt Christison, EdD 
Principal 

 
Good Morning, 
 
I would like to make you aware of some recent incidents that have occurred 
in the Crowfoot retail area and the Crowfoot C-Train station, and provide 
some safety information for you and the students in your home who likely 
frequent these locations. 
 
The Calgary Police Service is investigating a number of robberies that have 
been reported in the Crowfoot area over the last few weeks. The most recent 
report was made by a Robert Thirsk student on Thursday, November 29, 
2018. In each case, the victims are stopped by a group of people, threatened 
with violence and ordered to give over valuable property. 
 
These robberies appear to be random. 
 
We are taking these incidents seriously and they are being investigated by the 
Calgary Police Service. If you have been a victim of a robbery or have 
information on who may be responsible for these robberies, please contact us 
by calling the police non-emergency line at 403-266-1234, or you can leave 
anonymous tips through Crime Stoppers. 
 
In the meantime, I would also like to provide you with the follow safety tips 
that can make you less of a target for robbery: 
 

1. Be aware of your surroundings: 

 Keep your head up and look around so you know when other 
people are nearby 

 Take off any earphones or other things that prevent you from 
hearing you surroundings 

2. Keep valuables out of sight: 

 Do not have phones, computers, tablets or other valuables 
visible when you are walking to or from school 

 Leave any valuables that you do not need at home 
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3. Avoid being alone: 

 Walk in areas where there are lots of other people whenever 
possible 

 Travel in groups if you have friends going the same way 

 Wait for transit or rides in well-lit areas when possible 
 

4. Trust your gut: 

 If something feels off about a situation, trust that feeling 

 Move way from situations that make you feel uncomfortable 

 Go to a nearby store or find other people to stand with if you 
feel unsafe 

 Call 9-1-1 if you are in danger 

 Report suspicious behaviour to police by calling 403-266-1234 

5. If you are threatened: 

 Make noise or draw attention to yourself if other people are 
around 

 Run to other people if you can 

 Comply with the demands of robbers If you cannot safely 
make noise or get away 

 Do not move to a more secluded location with people 
threatening you 

 Call 9-1-1 immediately 
 
We advise you to never fight, and to resist defending you property during a 
robbery. Most of the time, people committing this offence will not harm you 
if you give them your valuables. However, they are often dangerous people 
and trying to fight them to avoid giving them property can cause the situation 
to escalate and you could be seriously hurt. 
 
The area around Robert Thirsk School and Crowfoot is still generally quite 
safe and my hope is that with these tips, we can reduce the likelihood of 
anyone else becoming a victim of robbery in the Crowfoot area. We will keep 
you updated if the situation changes. In the meantime if you have any 
questions, please contact me at nrogers@calgarypolice.ca. 
 
Stay Safe, 
 
Cst. Nathan Rogers #4951 
School Resource Officer  
Robert Thirsk High School 
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