Robert Thirsk High School Graduation 2018
Newsletter #1: December 2017

Graduation ceremonies will be held at
9:00 AM on Wednesday, May 31, 2018 at Stampede Corral Arena, Stampede Grounds.
 The Banquet will follow in the evening at the BMO Center on the Stampede Grounds.

Teacher Coordinators:

Ceremony Contact: Amanda Huddleston: abhuddleston@cbe.ab.ca
Banquet Contact: Jane Drake: fjdrake@cbe.ab.ca
Carrie Steiner: ctsteiner@cbe.ab.ca

Graduation Requirements:  In order to participate in Robert Thirsk High School’s graduation ceremony, on May 31st
2018, students must have:

✓ Earned a minimum of 100 credits and have a reasonable plan to complete all required courses for an Alberta High
School Diploma by August 2018. Graduating Learning Program students will be advised by their teachers if they have
met the required criteria to participate in the ceremony.
✓ Paid their school, graduation and cap and tassel fees. The graduation fee pays for their certificate, Life Touch’s photo of
each grad as he/she receives this certificate at the ceremony, rental of the facility for the ceremony, etc. If the student’s
fees are outstanding, please speak to the Business Manager (by the main office).
Please note, that if a student does not have the requirements to graduate, he/she will not participate in the graduation ceremonies
this year and may be invited to attend the banquet as a graduate’s guest.

Edmodo Communication from your Grad Committee:
●
●
●

Students can still sign up on our Edmodo page (code yqjgyq)  in order to provide input on upcoming decisions.
The Grad Committee would like to continue the tradition of each graduate donating a toonie as he/she crosses the
stage at the ceremony. The Grad class voted and has chosen to donate the funds we raise to Wings of Hope. This
donation and the tradition will be part of our Graduating Class of 2018’s legacy.
Students voted to wear caps and tassels during the ceremony. The resolution passed with a 90% majority.  A
mandatory $10 fee will be collected in April. Students will keep their caps and tassels after the ceremony. It’s a
keepsake of the day.

Banquet Costs:
●
●
●

A reminder to parents and Grade 12 students that the graduation banquet is an optional activity involving extra costs. If
you are considering attending the banquet, discussing anticipated costs and expenses n
 ow might save you a lot of
stress in May.
The exact cost of banquet tickets will be determined soon; we anticipate $90-$100 per person.
Each graduate will be able to have guests at the banquet for the same ticket price per person as the graduate price per
person.

Ceremony Audience:
●

There is plenty of seating at the Corral Arena; therefore, there will not be tickets or a maximum number of guests
allowed. We look forward to sharing these moments with many supporters of our graduating class.

The Cinderella Project
●

The Cinderella Gown Project provides the opportunity for young women in the Calgary area to be treated to a Cinderella
pampering experience of choosing a gown and accessories for their graduation ceremony. This program was created to
allow students in financial need or vulnerable circumstance to be able to experience their graduation banquet with style
and dignity where they otherwise would be unable to do so. If you would like to be a part of the program please see Mrs.
Ingram in the Success Centre.

UPCOMING EVENTS and Timeline
February

Valedictorian and Class Historian Speak Off:
●
●
●
●

Valedictorian and Class Historian applications are available on Edmodo
Completed applications are due in the Edmodo Dropbox by Dec. 8th, 2017
Successful applicants will be notified via email by Friday Dec. 15th, 2017
Selected applicants will participate in a speak-off in late Feb/early March (exact day to be decided) in the Theatre after
school in front of a selection committee of students and teachers.  There will be two separate speak-offs (one for
Valedictorian and one for Class Historian).

March

Graduation Cap and Gowns:
●

Our graduates voted to wear caps and tassels at the ceremony; $10 will need to be paid in April.
●  Grade 12 Grads (who are attending the ceremony) should have entered their height with their connect teacher. If
you need assistance to be measured, come to room 221 or ask in your Connect Class.

Graduation Photos:
●
●

Lifetouch will be at RTHS March 7-9, 12- 16, 19, and 20.
Photos  will be in the ULC and students will need to book appointments online.  The online booking site should open on
February 7th.

April

Banquet Ticket Purchase:

We will be using an online system to purchase banquet tickets. Non-refundable banquet tickets will be available online in
March/April 2018. More information about the online ticket provider will be in February’s newsletter.

May
Safe Grad Week- May  2018

Many lunch hour and Connect activities will be planned. Details to follow.

Graduation Rehearsal:
●

ALL GRADS MUST ATTEND a mandatory grad ceremony rehearsal [to rehearse processional and crossing of stage & to
receive a final newsletter] in Focus. This rehearsal will take place May 28th and 29th in the main gym.  More details to
follow.

Gown Pick-Up:
●

Gowns, caps, and tassels will be picked up Monday, May 28th, 2018 after school in the main gym.
Students will return the gown and stole immediately after the ceremony. Please take pictures in your gowns before the
ceremony.  Students are allowed to keep their cap and tassel.

            Call for Volunteers:
Volunteers for various activities will be needed. Closer to the event, this information will be sent out in Thirsk Connects as well as in
this newsletter.  Just to give you an idea as to what we will be needing from our Volunteers, it includes:
● during lunch, Volunteers will be needed each day for Safe Grad activities.
● May 25th, 9:30 am- done, we will need volunteers for gown and folder organization.
● May  28th,  we will need volunteers from 2-4 pm for cap & gown distribution in the gym.
● May 31st, Graduation day, is when we need the most help from g rade 10 and grade 11 parent volunteers.  They will be
doing various activities including handing out vee stoles to grads, ushering people to their seats, and helping with the
packing of the vstoles and gowns after the event. Grade 10 and 11 parent volunteers will be needed from 8am - 1pm at the
Stampede Corral Arena, Stampede Grounds.
 Should you have questions or concerns regarding volunteering for various grad activities, please contact Maureen  at
michaud2007@hotmail.com. Please watch for the Sign-up Genius information closer to the event in Thirsk Connects and in this
newsletter to sign up for volunteering.

